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without any sort of barrier, the source of constant
ecstasy, wherein <( the kiss of the Divine Beloved makes
His lover mad with joy ".

The Seven Means of Liberation: Bhashacharya gives
these as: (1) a true knowledge of God, Man and the
Universe and their proper relationship, to be obtained
only from the real Teacher (Sadguru), (2) sincere love
'for the Guru, together with faith in his ability to teach
truly, (3.) implicit faith in the scriptures and in their
revelation, (4) an intense desire for Liberation from
the sin and sorrow of worldly life, (5) the dropping of
all worldly desires, ambitions and loves, (6) attachment
to the performance of duty for its own sake, and (7) the
study of spiritual books, with aversion for bad company
and all self-interests.

The Nine Stages : According to Mallick's book, devo-
tion passes through nine stages on its way to maturity ;

these are: (1) S'raddha, a certain degree of faith in
God and the possibility of reaching Him through these
means ; (2) Sadhusanga, which leads the aspirant into
the company of saintly men from whom he gains a
deeper faith and takes to (3) Bhajanakriya, the singing
of hymns to God's glory and the taking of His Name ;

as this does not cohere with evil practices, it naturally
leads to (4) Anarfhanwrtti^ the shunning of all im-
propriety and unrighteousness, whereby the soul becomes
established in (5) Ni^tha, the firm foundation in good-
ness. Gradually there develops a delight in virtue for
its own sake because it leads towards God, and the soul
is in the stage of (6) Ruci, where it enjoys the * savour '